
By Al Larson and Pam Conley
It was another big bluebird year in southwest Idaho.

Al Larson made fourteen trips to the Hilda Larson 

April 16 and was primarily to explore where and when nest 

swept through the area last fall. Of the 144 boxes, 39 were 
completely destroyed, and eight on fence posts needed to be 
moved as fence repair had not yet begun.

replaced or moved. Loggers had harvested some of the dead 
trees and left some so a number of the boxes were set up on the 
same trees as before. On a couple of occasions a pair of bluebirds 
watched as we mounted their nest box. Because of the delayed 
availability of some boxes, tree swallows and house wrens were 
on hand to move in. But in the burned forested areas the bluebirds 
came on strong. Year 2014 produced more bluebirds than 2013 
because there were fewer house wrens in the burned area. 

Southwest Idaho Bluebird Trails Report for 2014

Larson also made 14 trips to the Owyhee Trail with its 131 

with 33 boxes, seven trips to the Sagehen Trail with 16 boxes, 
and a couple of trips to what remains of the Cascade Trail. He 
banded 1014 bluebirds this year. Of this total, 36 were adult 
female bluebirds caught on the nest.  And 21 nestlings died in the 
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2014 2013
 Boxes Boxes

29 110 24 90
Western bluebirds 1 6 1
House Wrens 2 11
Tree Swallows 10
Boxes empty  6

(Continued Page 7)
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Greetings Birders!

I hope you all have time to join in on our upcoming trips to enjoy the fall 
migration.

GEAS has some great trips planned over the next couple of months. One 

and other great birding spots.
 I also wanted to give a few highlights on what GEAS’s committees have 

education committee is planning to offer a basic birding class through the 
Osher Institute at Boise State University. Also, the banquet committee is busy 
again preparing for our spring banquet.

It’s hard to believe that Christmas Bird Counts are just around the corner, 

th th. All counts 

up with after the count. 
If your home is within the boundaries of a CBC monitoring circle, then 

you can report the birds that visit your feeder and yard on that particular 

monitoring circles.  

President’s Message

GEAS CALENDAR   November-December 2014

Field Trip: CJ Strike East November 1
Family Birding Walk November 9
GEAS Monthly meeting December 9
Family Birding Walk December 14

Christmas Bird Count, McCall December 14

Christmas Bird Count, Garden Valley December 17
Christmas Bird Count, Nampa December 20

Christmas Bird Count, Boise  December 27

Christmas Bird Count, Bruneau  January 3

Christmas Bird Count, Cascade January 4
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Family Birding Walk December 14

Christmas Bird Count, McCall December 14

Christmas Bird Count, Garden Valley December 17
Christmas Bird Count, Nampa December 20

Christmas Bird Count, Boise  December 27
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Christmas Bird Count, Cascade January 4

nortonsu@msn.com            

timberdoodle@cableone.net           

Lew Ulrey 
lulrey@cableone.net, 

linzybird@gmail.com, 

idmini@cableone.net, 
Gerrie Satz 
gerries@iranger.com.
Leah Dunn
ldboise@gmail.com
Liz Urban    

owyhees@hotmail.com
Steve Hanser                                                   
hanser.steve@gmail.com

   Leah Dunn         ldboise@gmail.com

   Gerrie Satz.                        

Webmaster  geas@seeboise.com



3

November-December 2014    The Golden Eagle

As you may remember, last month I ended 
the column by saying, “Where, oh where 
are you, Whitey?” meaning the white 

Then just as suddenly as he came, we did 

how long will he stay this time? We will 

can, so stand by.

come intermittently to the yard. One day 

counter. After a while she began to move 
around quite vigorously.  In so doing, 

to another as we tried to show her the way 
out. She used everything that was hanging 

or standing as a perch, including a picture 
of my grandfather. This was a chance for a 
photo, so we brought the camera into play. 

caught, released, and the last we saw of 
her was when she disappeared into the 
leaves of the plum tree. We have had some 

windows, but they did not seem to do 

incident, Al hung red and white striped 
tape strips from each window  They wave 
quite nicely, and so far there have been no 
more incidents, so we hope the problem 
has been solved

In spite of the cold temperature (26 

the porch steps, pansies and violas around 
the rose bush, California poppies on the 
south side of the house, and even a brave 
primrose or two nestled in a protected 
area. Some trees are barren of leaves, and 
others have green leaves still hanging. 
on.  It has been an odd fall in regards to 
the turning of colors. The rain has been 
great.  We can see a dusting of snow on 

sooner or later the 
white stuff will get 
to our little corner 
of the world. We are ready, as the wood 

has sides, windows, and a roof, and the 

on the reins and hollered WHOA.
A winter wren has made an appearance, 

the old raven  sings to himself as he sails 

unwelcome at the feeders by spilling the 
seeds. At one time Al counted eleven 

There must be seed caches all over the 

up in the planters on the steps, and I did 
not put them there.

November 2004

and Harold Ward.

the initiative and teaching a basic 
birdwatching course through Boise 
Community Education.

Event.

Weber for the presentation on birding in 
Cuba at our August Program meeting and 
Cathie Havlina for her presentation on 

at our September Program meeting.

and Dave Hazelton led trips to IBO.  

Prairie and invited us to eat lunch at his 
cabin in Praire.

an idea for a trip, contact Pam Conley, 

that the summer is over.  GEAS hopes you 
can give us some of your valuable time 
and effort to promote our organizations, 
projects and trips.

gerries@iranger.com.

Volunteer News

OUT THE KITCHEN WINDOW
By Hilda Larson

Gadwall  Photo by  Bob Ellis
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GEAS EVENTS for November and December 

the driver of your ride gas money and arrive 10 minutes early.

destination if weather or special sightings so indicate.

Saturday, November 1

Bruneau Dunes. This will be an all day trip. Bring lunch, water, 

Sunday, November 9

children or the child in you.

Americana Blvd.., Boise.

Bring the whole family, especially the young ones. We go over 

Tuesday, December 9

Boise. 

Sunday, December 14

for children or the child in you.

This trip will be our third Children’s Christmas Bird Count. We 

we see. Bring the whole family, especially the young ones. We go 

Christmas Bird Count dates and information
There is no cost for the bird counts. Info will be available on the 
web rather than sending out a report afterwards.

Sunday, December 14, McCall CBC

time and location will be emailed closer to the date. This will 

be one of the highest and most scenic CBC’s in the state.

Wednesday, December 17, Garden Valley CBC

Saturday, December 20, Nampa CBC

information.

Saturday, December 27, Boise CBC

Boise, northeast entrance

would be appreciated.  If not able to stay for supper please stop 

(Continued Page 5)
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Field Trip Report: Prairie September 6
By Pam Conley

spent a bit of time exploring the various riparian areas along the 

We drove by the two big washouts that happened on the road 

storms we had in August. They left some pretty spectacular cuts 

bridge where the rafters get out.

Saturday, January 3, Bruneau CBC

gmail.com.

Boise.

Sunday, January 4, Cascade CBC

gmail.com.

Be prepared for cold and wind. We will warm up with a chili 

When we got up to the Prairie, we ate our lunch at the 

Quite nice. Some of us ventured around the pond where we 

Other species seen included Canada geese, mallards, grouse, 

Photo by Dan Kolsky
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By Liz Urban

GEAS if we would come and participate and lead a station on 

and spotting scope up to join in the festivities. It was a wonderful 
day in which the students rotated through stations with themes 

woods.

seven or so species around the campground.
It was wonderful to see so many scientists, land managers, 

for these youths.

helped at the station and to Eileen Loerch of Boise for sharing her 

and for many years we staffed and maintained the Birds of Prey 

to a halt. This is because we have had no success in recruiting 

bring in new members who are willing to serve on the board of 

to a dozen or so. The willing few are suffering from fatigue from 

great raptors and other birds that call it home may consider 

use your help. 
Anyone interested may contact Leslee Doner at 

Snake River Raptor Volunteers Needs Help

Photo by Pam Conley

GEAS Joins Council Forestry Expo Field Day

It has been some time coming, but we are proud to share our new 
website with you.

Board members Liz Urban, Steve Hanser and Leah Dunn 

database behind the scenes. This new site will allow for more 
dynamic content and will become a resource for both new and 
existing birders in our community.  

it is GEAS is all about, so we hope the “who we are” and “what 

have is the ability to send our local members a reminder when the 
time comes to renew—an area we have struggled with before. 

We hope you enjoy exploring this site, and feel free to send 

creating content for the site. We hope they will continue to offer 
their expertise as we continue to develop this new site.

The web address is the same, so please visit 
www.goldeneagleaudubon.org

GEAS Launches Its New Website
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Sixteen female bluebirds were recaptured this year, two of 
which were at least four years old.

the new boxes, and helped monitor and band birds on all of 
the bluebird trails. We couldn’t have done it without their help 

Yorgensen, Cathy Eells, Cheryl Huizinga, De Etta Ewing, Patricia 

went on every trip.

Bluebird Trails Report, continued from Page 1

A pair of mountain bluebirds show up moments after a new box was set 
up for them.

By Crista Worthy

As each season shifts toward the next, the bird species we see 
shift as well. 

favorite freeloaders are the birds that actually don’t belong here.
Surrounded as we are by hills of sage, California quail, 

imported from the southwest as game birds, are a permanent 

families have coalesced into a covey of about 60 birds. Instead 
of wandering in and out of the yard all day, they arrive promptly 
in early morning and late evening, a seething mass of round 
bodies pawing at the seed I’ve thrown at the property’s edge. The 

another, and suddenly 10 or 20 will scoot across the lawn to 

the hill behind my property. But each fall, the pheasants too cease 
defending territories. I’ve seen as many as nine of them gobbling 

Yes, dinosaurs are still among us. The pheasants, native to 

belong here, but I still enjoy watching them.

but last year I noticed a pair that seemed lighter and larger. I 

contemplated calling up the local Audubon chapter, as birders 
are always interested in seeing strays, but didn’t get around to 

more. Coincidentally, the next day a friend in Oregon emailed 
me photos of a tame ringed turtle dove she’d found in her yard. 
When I told her about mine, she said, “Yours are probably 

mention of them. So I went to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

Fall Brings Interesting Avian Immigrants, Some Transplants, Others Native

one up for the internet. They don’t quarrel with the mourning 

limits or season by holders of a valid hunting license, and not 

when I visited a friend in Hailey who told me the mourning doves 

quail per two doves.
 “But no pheasants,” I said, and then, “Actually, it’s illegal to 

the freeloading immigrant doves are here for now. I’ve noticed 

these interlopers. Or will they perhaps be the replacement for the 
passenger pigeon?
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The Golden Eagle Audubon Society publishes The Golden Eagle six times a year.  

submissions is the 10th of each even numbered month.  

We invite you to join our organization. Please choose one of the options below:  

subscription to The Golden Eagle. I understand that all my dues 
remain with the local chapter and support its activities. 

Please contact us for information on membership scholarships.

The Golden Eagle Audubon Society is southwest Idaho’s chapter of the National Audubon Society. 

www.goldeneagleaudubon.org 

She is a supervisory wildlife ecologist at the U.S. Geological 

Ecosystem Science Center in 
Corvallis, Ore. 

She is also a professor of 
wildlife ecology at Oregon State 
University, a research associate 
of the Smithsonian Institution, 
and president of the American 
Ornithologists’ Union. She has 

extinction. 
Haig earned a doctorate in biology at the University of 

demographic factors needed to plan appropriate recovery actions 
for small populations. 

from Portland, Ore., Haig has authored “California Condors in 

the paleontological and observational records as well as the 
cultural relationships between American Indian tribes and 
condors, providing the most complete assessment to date of the 

condors once bred in the region, and they assess factors that must 
be considered in determining whether they could once again 

Despite frequent depiction as a bird of California and the desert 

British Columbia. This important volume documents the condor’s 
history in the region, from prehistoric times to the early twentieth 
century, and explores the challenges of reintroduction. 

Susan Haig, 2015 GEAS Banquet Speaker, To Discuss California Condor

Susan Haig


